AS A BLACK MAN who grew up in one of the toughest areas of St. Louis, I didn’t think I would live to see 21.
The neighborhood I grew up in wasn’t much different than the one many Black youth who live in impoverished urban neighborhoods in the U.S. are navigating.
Even with everything I saw happening around me, I was still able to tap into the creativity within me. I have my Baby Girl “Mama”
to thank for that. As a talented design hopeful herself, she encouraged me to explore my talent.
She always told me, “Baby, you can be and do anything you want.”
And I believed her. That belief is probably what saved my life.
Fast forward to 2020. In a design career that has spanned decades, I consider myself fortunate.
THIS LIFE LESSON TAUGHT ME THAT WE ALL HAVE THE HUMAN RIGHT TO BE CREATIVE!
MORE THAN EVER WE NEED TO CREATE RESOURCES AND SPACES TO NURTURE OUR YOUTH!
I challenge you—in your own community—to see how you can invest in ALL youth who may just need someone to show them
that there is a way out. That their dreams do matter.
And I invite you to join Project Osmosis in building a multi-million dollar state-of-the art creative space for our Black and other
underserved youth in Chicago that will house those dreams—and allow them to flourish.
This vision for the $25 million Project Osmosis Design Center is to become a best in class center to house our brilliant students,
staff and design education initiatives. We are committed to creating a hub in Chicago’s South Side where our youth can learn
and grow. A place where artists can dream, express themselves, and experience the many worlds of design and creativity. A place
where they can grow up to become exactly who they are supposed to be.
In 2000, a group of socially conscious Black designers in Chicago came together to form Project Osmosis. When we first started
the nonprofit, we were specifically focused on helping talented Black youth in the projects find a way out of the violence and despair that surrounded them every day. In 2015, Chicago earned the title of “America’s mass shooting capital.” Many people only
read about the murder statistics in this city. I have lived them. I’ve seen far too many of our young people’s dreams be snuffed out
by a bullet. And yet, we expect these youth to magically find some way out and pull themselves up by their bootstraps.
We recognized that that’s not fair or even realistic. As a young person, when you’ve been traumatized by so much around you,
you’re not thinking about a year from now—you’re thinking about how to survive to see tomorrow. To see beyond tomorrow, you
need mentors, resources, funding, and a safe space where you can leave all your worries at the door and immerse yourself in the
world of art and design with other creatives.
For more than 20 years, my colleagues and I have worked together to provide programs, resources, and opportunities to our
students who go through Project Osmosis: we call them “Osmosites.” We have partnered with numerous organizations to open
our youth’s minds to the opportunities available to them in the design industry; whether that’s graphic, fashion, industrial, architectural, animation or digital design. Many of these young people never even realized that the things they lent their inherent
talent to everyday—like painting a cool logo on a denim jacket, or creating a colorful mural—were actually things they could turn
into careers.
The rewards of seeing these youth light up and start believing in their dreams is well worth the hard work we put in to ensure
they have the tools and resources they need to do just that. Even with the limited resources we’ve had, we’ve been able to help
more than 3500 youth go through our programs like the Design Youth Forum, Design Explorers Program and the Annual All High
School Design Competition.
Our hard working team of mentors, volunteers and instructors have taught these young people that design can be used as a
problem-solving tool for their communities. We’re teaching them to know and claim their own power. We’re teaching them that
THEIR DREAMS MATTER.
IT’S NOW TIME TO ACT FOR OUR DESIGN CENTER TO BE BUILT.
TO DONATE/ASSIST, VISIT US AT: Projectosmosis.org

If you’re ready to move past the rhetoric and be a part of building something
transformative and sustainable, let’s talk.
Because we all have the human right to be creative.
One Love
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PROJECT OSMOSIS DESIGN CENTER

EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF DESIGN EDUCATION
Our vision for 2019 and beyond is to design build a best of
class design Center to house our brilliant students and
staff and our design education initiatives. A place where
artists can dream, express themselves and experience the
beauty of breath of the design community.

